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comtiion-weal, do these Despots be- 
come, when tbeir aflairs go unto- 
ward ly !" 

In the Peninsula, Lord Welling- 
ton has proposed, in the way of de- 
tiumd, to the Cortes and the Regen- 
cy, that the government of the king- 
dvm of Spain should be so far placed 
jD his hands, as to have the nomi- 
tion of all the great officers, both 
civil and military, accountable to 
himself alone ; four Captain-Gener- 
als to manage the military arrange- 
tuents, and a Governor in each pro- 
rince for the civil concerns of the 
nation. This certainly is a measure 
for the an% and integrity of the go- 
vernment! corresponding in its na- 
t«re to what has taken place in Si- 
cily, but of its effects on the feelings 
«nd habits of the Spanish people, 
find 'their constituted authorities, as 
« tiew revolution, which may seem 
fOmake Lord Wellington a Berna- 
dtitte in Spain, time will determine. 
It'afipears as if it haid been the plan 
«yf Mr. Canning, adopted in the ca- 
binet by Lord Castlereagh, and we 
tjliink it a hazardous one. 

We will still indulge an auspi- 
ticnis hop^, that negociation, on 
iiMlle moderate basis, will take place 
before the renewal of the campaign. 
ft' is'a precious interval, if its value 
b^ justly prized, and happily im- 
proved. It is a pause, as if ordered 
by Providence, a truce of God, for 
recoHecting ourselves, for reining in 
the furious passions, and listening 
to the pressing groans of humanity. 
W4 .still reiterate the call of peace 
abroad, with union and reform at 
home ; and notwithstanding all the 
war-whoops of a large part of our 
civil and ecclesiastical community, 
we think -that public opiniom is 
•lowly and efficaciously setting in for 
a change of public measures. The 
Constitution (gallant vessel !} lies on 
her broad side, and sunk in the sand. 
The water begins to collect around 



her: one rippling wave succeeds to 
another, and is heard, at length, to 
beat against her sides. Still she lies 
a prostrate and seemingly immove- 
able mass. The tide increases; 
still, still she lies a log as before ; 
another wave succeeds ! another ! 
another ! — she rises ! ! — ^in one and 
the same instant she rights herself.' 
and floats along majestically in her 
proper element, the protectress of 
Liberty, and the glory of the world ! 

«* Her flag aloft spreads ruffling to the 

wind. 
And sanguine itreamer; seem the flow} 

to fire." 

Prtbzk. 



To tit Prafrietors e/the Belfad Magaieiii*. 



Gentlemen, 
AS I obseCve, that in the pages of 
your truly patriotic publication, yoa 
strongly reprobate all intolerance 
and oppression, 1 beg leave to sub« 
mitto-you, and to the public, a case 
of a peculiar and extraordinary kind ; 
a case indeed of unprecedented in- 
justice, supported by the most un- 
exampled malignity. I allude to 
the case of Mr. Adams, with regard 
to his Congregation of Clare. The 
persecution which that gentleman 
has stiffered on account of his having 
declared himself favourable to Ca- 
tholic emancipation, is described in 
former numbers of your publication { 
and cannot fail to excite a just in- 
dignation in the breasts of all liberal 
and well- prifnci pled men. I aii) in- 
formed, that this persecution is still 
kept up, and even with an increasing 
zeal. The porches of the meeting- 
house are blocked up; and a mob 
IS always on the alert, to obstruct 
Mr. Adams in ariy attempts which, 
he may think proper to make, /or 
recovering the use of the meeting- 
house. Even threats have been 
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IbrowB oat ; and every method that 
could be devised, has been employ- 
ed to disconcert and discourage Mr. 
Adams io his endeavours to recover 
his ministerial usefulness in his con- 
gregation. I haye been informed, 
that lately the leaders of the oppo* 
sition actually invited a preacher of 
another sect to preach in the meet- 
ing-house of Clare, but that gen- 
tleman had the prudence and good- 
sense, to decline yielding to such an 
irregular and dishonourable pro- 
posal. 

To all Pretbyteriaru the state of 
this congregation is extremely inte- 
resting. For, regardmg it in a pro- 
per light, it will be found to involve 
a general conclusion. The point is 
not merely, whether Mr. Adams 
can be turned out of his pulpit and 
congregation, in opposition to the re- 
monstrances and authority of those 
regularly constituted bodies, to 
whose decisions congregations ou<,'ht 
to be subject, according to the dis- 
cipline of the Presbyterian church, 
but whether aoay minister of ike 
Synod may be deposed at the plea- 
sure cf a dominant party in their 
respective congregations; not only 
without, but against the consent of 
Presbytery and Synod. It is evi- 
dent, that this is a general question, 
in the ultimate decisions of which, 
the vital interests of JPresbyterianism 
are immediately concerned. The 
point at issue is, whether the voice 
of a party in any congregation, or 
the decision of Presbytery and Sy nod 
shall prevail? And when 1 con- 
template the violent and unjust per- 



secution set up at Clare, I had much 
rather abide the decision of Synod, 
in such a cause : and would regret 
extremely to see the pillars of that 
constitution shaken, which has for 
several ages operated with such good 
efi'ects in the province of Ulster. 

Seeing now that the party at 
Clare has altogether set at nought 
the autliority of Presbytery, of Sy- 
nod, and of Synod's committee, I 
beg leave to inquire from some of 
your more learned correspondents, 
if there be any further remcdj/, in 
such a case. Is there any law by 
which the meeting-house ol Clare 
can be thrown open to Mr. Adanjs, 
and by which he may be protected 
in discharyins! the duties of the 
pulpit. I especially call on Presby- 
terians to investigate this business, 
and inquire how far the law can 
prevail to counteract the machina- 
tions of a mob, who have set law, 
justice, and common decenry at de- 
fiance. The sooner a stop can be 
put to their no-popery career, the 
better, 1 hope the Synod, at its 
next meeting, will call in the aid of 
civil law; for the success of the dis- 
contents at Clare, would be a most 
dangerous precedent. In the mean 
time, I would be glad to see what 
line of procedure might be adopted 
with effect. If any one can point 
out such a line, it will greatly ease 
my mind, and probably the minds 
of many others interested in the re- 
sult of this most disgrageful busi- 
ness. 

Presbyter, 
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JOHN HORNE TOOKE. „u<.h pleasure to meet with the followiDg 

In a new periodical work, which has warm and eloquent testimony to the merit 

been commenced in Edinburgh, under the of this distinguished individual : 
title of " Scottish Review," it gives us " Imperfect as is the review which the 



